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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-16 is/arel pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) I3 Claim(s) £9 is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1 and 10-16 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)Q Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) 0 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date "/<*3 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20070510 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/669,702 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2173 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 1-16 are not useful, concrete and tangible result. The 
preamble of independent claims 1-16 recite 11 An interactive content presenting program in an 
interactive content presenting device including a display section that displays, on a screen, 
contents and an interactive component image corresponding to the contents, and a coordinate 
input section that inputs coordinates corresponding to the display section for inputting data by 
the selection of the interactive component image, the interactive content presenting program 
comprising the steps of: receiving the correlation between a plurality of interactive component 
images displayed on the screen and a cursor key for selecting the interactive component image", 
which is directed to software, per se, lacking any hardware to enable any functionality to be 
realized. The claimed features and elements of independent claims 1-16 do not include hardware 
components or features that are necessarily implemented in hardware. Therefore, the claimed 
features of claims 1-16 are actually a software, or at best, directed to an arrangement of software, 
and software claimed by itself, without being executed or implemented on a computer medium, 
is intangible. 
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To expedite a complete examination of the instant application, the claims rejected under 
35U.S.C. 101 (nonstatutory) above are further rejected as set forth below in anticipation of the 
applicant amending these claims to place them within the four statutory categories of invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 10-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kashiwagi et al. (US Patent No. 6,037,939) in view of Wistendahl et al. (US Patent No. 
6,496,981). 

Regarding claims 1 and 10, Kashiwagi discloses an interactive content presenting device, 
comprising a display section for displaying an image (see col. 6, lines 20-40); a coordinate input 
section for designating coordinates on the screen of the display section (see col. 3, lines 50-67); 
a coordinate converting section for converting converts the positional relationship between the 
coordinates designated by the coordinate input section and a predetermined position on the 
screen of the display section into one direction or a combination of plurality of directions (see 
col. 24, lines 4-49); however, Kashiwagi fails to explicitly teach a signal converting section for 
converting the combination converted by the coordinate converting section into a predetermined 
signal. 
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Wistendahl discloses a signal converting section for converting the combination 
converted by the coordinate converting section into a predetermined signal (see col. 15, lines 
25-56). It would have been obvious to one of an ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings 
of Kashiwagi and Wistendahl before him at the time the invention was made, to modify a 
method for enabling interactive manipulation of data retained in computer system of Wistendahl 
to the system fro converting media content for interactive TV use, as taught by Wisteandahl. 
One would have been motivated to make such a combination in order to electing one of a 
plurality of interaction tools in accordance with the result of comparison of the variable value 
with the predetermined threshold value, each of the plurality of interaction tools providing a 
different method for manipulating the same data; and displaying the selected one of the plurality 
of interaction tools. 

Claim 11, differs from claim 1 and 10 in that "a second step of producing one direction or 
a combination of plurality of directions reaching the first position from a second position via a 
specified position in the image, in order to obtain the positional relationship between the second 
position and the first position in the image; and a third step of converting the combination into a 
predetermined signal" as recites in Kashiwagi (see col. 24, lines 23-61 and col. 25, lines 6-30). 

Regarding claims 12-14, Kashiwagi discloses wherein, in the second step, it is 
determined, from the second position, whether there is the specified position in the plurality of 
directions, and wherein the interactive content presenting method comprises a step of 
determining whether the specified position is the first position, when there is the specified 
position (see col. 10, lines 31-48). 
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Claim 15, differs from claim 1 and 1 1 in that "producing, from the received correlation, a 
combination of directions of the cursor key for moving from the inputted coordinates to a 
designated interactive component image; and designating an interactive component image based 
on the produced combination of directions of the cursor key", as recites in Kashiwagi (see col. 

13, lines 5-67). 

Regarding claim 16, Wistendahl discloses an interactive content presenting device that 
selects an interactive component image displayed on the screen, based on the program (see col. 

14, lines 23-67). 

Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 2-9 are allowed over prior art of record. 
Applicant has claimed uniquely distinct features in the instant invention which are not found in 
the prior art either singularly or in combination a coordinate converting section for converting 
the positional relationship between the coordinates designated by the coordinate input section 
and a predetermined position displayed on the display section into one direction or a combination 
of plurality of directions; and an emulator section for converting the one direction or the 
combination converted by the coordinate converting section into a predetermined signal, 
wherein the predetermined signal converted by the emulator is inputted to the content processing 
section. These features are not found or suggested in the prior art. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure (see PTO-892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cao (Kevin) Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)272-4053. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571)272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Cao (Kevin) Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
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